	PENSIONERS' RIGHTS 

	WORLD SURVEY

	
	

	HERE WE ONLY REFER TO STATE PENSIONS

	 - “P&R” are the initials of “Pensioners and Retired people”, meaning both those who started receiving a 

	state pension after retiring from work at a certain legal age, and those who receive any other state pension

	for any other legal reason: ex. widows, handicapped people, etc..
	

	 - The requested information refers to the year 2012, unless otherwise stated.

	 - In those questions which have an * at the end, a possible answer is N/A –not available, not applicable, 

	or N/E non-existent.
	

	 - In case of any doubts when interpreting a certain question, please, before answering it, consult the 

	authors of the survey, so that the answer can be correct.
	

	QUESTIONS:
	

	
	

	1.-  Name of continent
	 ASIA

	2.-  Name of country
	 INDIA 

	3.-  The country’s inhabitants (figure)
	 127 CRORE (2014)

	4.-  Total number of P&R pensioners in the country
	ONE CRORE

	5.-  Percentage of total voters in the country which is made up by P&R pensioners
	 2%

	6.- The country’s life expectancy
	 65 YEARS

	7.- Current legal retirement age in order to be able to receive the maximum state pension *
	 60 YEARS

	8.-  Minimum retirement age in order to be able to receive a pension (even if it is a reduced one) *
	 40 YEARS

	9.- Lower age of legal retirement that has existed in the country (indicate age and year) *
	 55 YEARS

	10.- Minimum number of years of work and pension contributions needed to be able to receive a pension *
	 10 YEARS

	11.- Minimum number of years of work and pension contributions needed to receive the maximum pension *
	 20 YEARS

	12.- Number of years of work and pension contributions currently needed to calculate a pension, based on the official, declared salary *
	 10  YEARS

	13.- Number of years of work and pension contributions needed to calculate a pension, based on the official, declared salary, when that number of years was the lowest *
	 N/A

	14.- Number of years of work and pension contributions needed to calculate a pension, based on the official, declared salary, when that number of years was the highest *
	 N/A

	15.- Lowest legal retirement age that has existed in the country’s history (indicate the age and the year) *
	 55 YEARS          N/A

	16.- Highest legal retirement age that has existed in the country’s history (indicate the age and the year) *
	 65 YEARS         N/A

	17.- Are there different retirement ages for women and men, and/or for difficult or distressful jobs? (Please, explain) *
	NO 

	18.- Are there different types of pension contribution systems (ex. farming, mining, public service, military, etc.), or do all workers contribute to the same pension plan? (Please, explain) *
	 N/A

	19.- Monthly amount of the lowest possible pension *
	 N/A

	20.- Percentage of all pensioners that receive that monthly lowest pension *
	 N/A

	21.- Monthly amount of the highest possible pension *
	 RS. 45,000 PER MONTH

	22.- Percentage of all pensioners that receive that monthly highest pension * 
	 N/A. BUT VERY LESS

	23.- Monthly amount of the average pension *
	 RS. 7,000 APPX

	24.- Number of times a year that that pension is received *
	 MONTHLY – 12 TIMES

	25.- The amount of the pension, is it increased, indexed or updated annually? * 
	 INCREASED, INDEXED

	26.- If so, with what criteria? *
	 AS PER RULES

	27.- Monthly income figure below which the country’s official poverty level is established
	RS. 870 PER PERSON

	28.- Monthly income figure considered (by unions) necessary for decent living
	RS. 15,000 

	
	

	Additional official benefits for P&R -please provide details:
	

	
	

	29.- Transportation *
	40% CONCESSION IN RAILWAYS 

	30.- Health and medical care *
	 YES

	31.- Medicines *
	 YES

	32.- Various other aids (food, house cleaning, personal care, etc.) *
	 NO

	33.- Entertainment and leisure time activities and venues *
	 NO

	34.- Legal aid and support *
	 NO

	35.- Senior citizens’ field trips and vacations *
	 NO

	36.- Subsidies or total coverage for old folks’ residences *
	 NO

	37.- Home caregivers’ subsidies or total coverage *
	 NO

	38.- Remote monitoring services (by phone, etc.) *
	 NO

	
	

	
	

	FINAL OBSERVATION:
	

	
	

	Please add any other consideration which may be relevant but missing in this survey. 
	 

	 
	 

	
	

	
	

	There are about 20,000 or more P&R organizations of Central and State government Pensioners in India. Still only about 40% of P&R are organized. 
NCCPA and AIBDPA which I am representing have about 2 lakh and 40,000 members respectively.
The Central Government has recently brought an act called PFRDA through which the defined pension ( Pension as half of the pay) has been changed to contributory pension, meaning that the pension will be calculated on the basis of the Provident Fund remitted by the employees throughout his service as also the contribution of the government and a portion returned at the time of retirement and the other portion kept for paying pension to the Pensioner. While a pensioner in the earlier case got half of the salary as pension, as per the New Pension Scheme, it may even be Rs.100 or 500. There is no minimum fixed. The entire workers and pensioners have organized a Parliament March and also strike on this issue. A detailed note on these will be sent.
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