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General Secretariat, COMMUNICATION No. 14,

From August 2,016 to January 2,017

CONTENT:

Comrades, I give account of what has been done since COMMUNICATION # 13:

A) WORK OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT (GS) .-

1.- Preparation of the presence as TUI of P&R’s in the 17th Congress of the WFTU. Drafting of the intervention to be carried out there, translation into several languages, dissemination to collect opinions and distribution by means of more than 200 copies in Durban, in full Congress. (Look at ANNEX 1).

2.- Preparation of the First Internationalist World Day of the class Organizations of the P&R’s: Poster made  in Greece, document with the general claims (drafted by the Technical Commission of Investigation of our TUI). (See ANNEX 2).

3.- Preparation of the First African Conference of P&R’s, held in Dakar, Senegal, on November 16, 2016. (See ANNEX 3). Drafting and dissemination of the call and OF the documents to be discussed in it. Attendance in Dakar for the preparation and carrying out, plus later meeting of the team chosen by the Conference to direct the tasks of our TUI in Africa.

4.- Support to Comrade Dimos Koumpouris, President of our TUI, for the preparation of the First Asia and Oceania Conference of P&R’s, held in Nepal on December 3, 2016. (See APPENDIX 4).

5.- To make up for the non-work of the Secretariat of Propaganda elaborating the greeting design of the year 2017. (See ANNEX 5).

6.- To help the Secretariat of Finances to prepare the letter reminding the obligation of all organizations to contribute with financial assistance to our TUI in the form of statutory quota.

7.- Reception in Barcelona of Comrade Mostapha Brouziyine, Secretary General of the DOP (Democratic Organization of Pensioners), which is part of the union, affiliated to the WFTU, DWO (Democratic Workers' Organization) of Morocco, to start up his work as Coordinator of our TUI for all Africa.

8.- Assistance to Comrade Tony Donaghey of Great Britain, Coordinator of our TUI for Europe, to prepare his proposal for a Work Plan for this continent.

9.- To propose Comrade Marcos Wolman, Coordinator of our TUI for America, to prepare the Work Plan for 2017 and a meeting in May in Cuba.

10.- To obtain the commitment of the OWT (Organization of Workers of Tunisia) to hold in this country the First Conference of P&R’s Organizations of the Arab Countries, to be held on October 26, 2017. To begin to prepare the documents that will serve to summon the Conference and the debates in it.

11.- To insist on the rest of comrades with responsibilities in our TUI to assume their responsibility and to develop it.

12.- Proposal to use the Skype program as a connection and exchange system that allows meetings of two or more comrades who are situated in different countries, thus avoiding travel expenses. (See ANNEX 6).

13.- Assistance, as TUI of the WFTU, to the organizations of the Spanish state of P&R’s in the organization of the fight of the pensioners in this country.

14.- Holding of several conferences, in several cities of Catalonia, in order to explain the work of the WFTU.

15.- Attendance with the WFTU flags to many actions in the streets to show the support of the WFTU.

16.- Announcement to the ILO of the willingness of our TUI to intervene in June 2017 in the annual Conference to express there, again, the claims of the P&Rs.

17.- Drafting of various documents taking position in the face of the problems of nowadays trade unionism on our planet. (See ANNEX 7).

18.- Request all comrades with responsibilities in our TUI to send (in one or more of the following languages: English, French and Spanish) their CV (union CV), to know each other better. (See ANNEX 8).

19.- Dissemination of the information and documents of the P&R’s of different countries.

20.- Sending of information regarding the reality of the struggles of P&R’s in several countries.

21.- Redistribution of central information of the WFTU.

22.- Petition to the leaders of our TUI in each continent to equip themselves with indispensable translators teams to internationalize our struggles by spreading our activities and demands in several languages.

WORK OF THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE DIRECTION.-

1.- Drafting by comrade Dimos Koumpouris of the proposed documents to be discussed at the Conference of Asia and Oceania of our TUI:

2.- Attendance of Dimos Koumpouris to the First Conference of P&R’s of Asia. From this work we have received the discussed documents, the approved documents, the final resolution, the main speeches that took place in it, and we are waiting for the written summary to serve as the Conference Minutes.

3.- Two phone calls from Athens to Barcelona (the second one via Skype) to coordinate the work of the President of our TUI with the Secretary General.

4.- Letter from the Secretary of Finances to all organizations affiliated with our TUI. (See ANNEX 9).

5.- Work of Comrade Tony Donaghey, of Great Britain, Coordinator of our TUI for Europe, to prepare his proposal of Work Plan for this continent.

6.- Work of Comrade Marcos Wolman, Coordinator of our TUI for America, to prepare the Work Plan for 2017 and a meeting in May in Cuba.

7.- Work of Comrade Mostapha Brouziyine, Secretary General of the ODR (Democratic Organization of Pensioners), which is part of the union affiliated to the WFTU ODT (Democratic Workers' Organization) of Morocco, to launch his work as Coordinator of our TUI for all Africa.

8.- Participation in the important actions of the First World Day of Struggle of the P&R’s that took place on October the 1st of 2016. This Internationalist Struggle Day will be repeated every year.

IMPORTANT DISSEMINATED INFORMATION:

1.- The fight of the P&R’s of Argentina, every Wednesday in the street claiming their rights before the Parliament.

2.- Preparation in France of the 11th Conference of the P&R of the CGT. Since some of the CGT sector federations are not in the WFTU, they have not accepted the presence of our TUI as a guest. To this we must add protests in the streets.

3.- Realization on February 10th in Portugal of the 8th Conference of the P&R’s of the CGTP-IN. I proposed that they invite the TUI of P&R’s and they replied that there will be no international guest (FERPA either).

4.- The P&Rs of Greece have intensified their struggle and activities, organized by PAME: assemblies, rallies and demonstrations through all the provinces of Greece, 3 large territorial concentrations disbanded with tear gas, a central demonstration against the Ministry of Labor in the which the letters received from the government were symbolically burned, a later central demonstration in front of the headquarters of the Prime Minister in which they achieved the removal of the barriers that the police had placed and managed to enter the premises of the Presidency to debate for 1 hour and a half with the Prime Minister and with the Minister of Labor. Consequently, they committed and executed the payment of 617 million € to complete the lowest income pensions. The Greek P&R’s will continue on the streets. They have pledged that before May 1 PAME of Greece will pay its quotas of 2017 to our PIS of P&R’s.

5.- Chile, great actions that began in August and continued in November, demanding the return to the public pension system that Pinochet surrendered to private companies with the support of the ICFTU yellow trade unionism (now ITUC). Now the pensioners are paid half of what they were paid with the public system.

6.- Increase of 50% in January of the pensions in Venezuela.

7.- Unitary struggles in Spain, without the yellow unions (CCOO and UGT), in defense of the demands of the P&R’s. The most important actions were held on December 20 in 14 major cities and repeated on 8 February in 8 regions across the state.
ANNEX 1.-
Speech of the General Secretary

At the 17th CONGRESS OF THE WFT

Comrades.

The collective leadership of our TUI has entrusted me with the speech that corresponds before the Plenary of this important Congress.

At the documentation given to each delegate it is included a summary of our work as TUI, outlined at the 4 pages that the Secretariat of the WFTU demanded.

I will not repeat it now, but we are open to comment it bilaterally when you like.

Our will of organization and fight, within the WFTU, is summarized at the motto we have used at the Regional Conferences, continent to continent:

“LET US FIGHT TOGETHER AGAINST CAPITALISM, FOR A LIFE WITH DIGNITY”

This is the main aim of our, to the moment, successful task of organization of the P&R over the world.

The WFTU is the only organization which coordinates worldwide all the Pensioners and Retired workers. We have thus fulfilled the goals set at the 16th Congress of the WFTU.

We carried at Quito, Ecuador, in September 2015, the first Conference of P&R of America. Several organizations from 25 countries participated in diverse ways.

We carried at Denmark, July 2016, the first Conference of P&R of Europe. 54 organizations from 42 countries have participated. A big success, thus.

We will carry out at Dakar, Senegal, next November the 16th, the first Conference of P&R of Africa.

We will carry at Nepal, December the 3rd this year, the first Conference of P&R of Asia.

And, last, we are preparing a Conference at the Arab countries.

Not any other organization has structured the struggle of the P&R to fight for our rights and fair claims. Neither can they nor they want, since their submission to the wills of the Capitalist leaders makes it impossible for them to organize the P&R for the fight.

The ITUC backs Private Funds for Pensions, such as the ones Pinochet set out at Chile during his dictatorship. The ITUC gets money out of these private plans by having its leaders as Chairmen of these Capitalist companies that handle this money. The ITUC does not defend the right to public pensions that make the Private Funds for pensions unnecessary. The ITUC has only a coordination of P&R in Europe, and is unable to organize any struggle.

We, the WFTU, with class criteria, remembering (as we were taught by Karl Marx) that the fight of classes is the actual motor of history (and will continue till there is Capitalism), we, as TUI of the WFTU, we group all the organizations of P&R ready to fight against Capitalism. And we take this occasion to ask the P&R territorially syndicated to the WFTU, to connect with our TUI, of P&R.

Many of the organizations of P&R existing at the planet are not even a syndicate. Sometimes they cannot be due to the Law of the country, which does not allow syndicates of P&R.

But what is important is not the name, but the goals each organization fights for.

We, as TUI of P&R we have aimed to coordinate all the fights, that keep growing through the 5 continents, boosted by the Pensioners and Retired of all the planet.
>
> Few days ago we carried our first October the First: we do not have still the final result of the actions carried,  for the first time in the history of Mankind , an international and global act of the P&R in the world.

We have claimed and we will continue to demand (with greater strength if all the organizations of WFTU include it in their lists):

1)      Universal right to retirement
2)      Reduction of the retirement age for men and even more for women.
3)      Social care public and free.
4)      Medical and pharmaceutical care, public and free for everybody, without exceptions or conditions.
5)      Public pensions that fulfill our actual needs with the aim to have a life with dignity, this is, to have: social facilities, housing, drinking water, health and entertainment, plus nearby transport, for free.

Our mottos, this International Day, have been:

¡WE WILL NOT FEED WITH THE CRUMBS OF THE CAPITALIST BARBARITY!

¡LET US FIGHT TO CONQUER A LIFE AND FUTURE ACCORDING TO THE WEALTH WE PRODUCE!
¡LONG LIFE TO INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY!

And we have concluded hailing: ¡LONG LIFE TO OCTOBER FIRST!, ¡LONG  LIFE TO WFTU!

Since we will repeat this act each year, till we end up with Capitalism, that is causing all the problems of the P&R and of the working class.

Thus, we ask all the leaders of the WFTU to help us organize the P&R.

We must be creating conscience, beginning with the active workers, that every salaried must aspire to live many years, and that the final years he or she must count with a worthy pension; this is, a pension such that the following are guaranteed :

1)      Drinking water at each home

2)    Healthy and sufficient food

3)     Housing.

4)      Public health aid, of quality and free, with the necessary complements for the old age.

5)      Entertainment, culture and proximity transportation, free and of quality guaranteed by the Public Administration. 

To fight for these fair aims, we P&R are in better conditions than when we were exploited, every day at our work as salaried. Today:

1)      We cannot be fired or sanctioned by a contractor or entrepreneur.

2)      We have all day long to ourselves to organize the best way to plan the struggle.

3)      We have our salary, now pension, independently of our fight. Our participation at the struggles will not have negative consequences in our monthly income.

4)      We have near us many P&R with whom to discuss.

5)      We have many years of experience regarding the organization of struggles.

6)      We are more convinced than ever that our main enemy is Capitalism and its genocidal organization, the imperialist NATO.

7)      And we know how to explain our arguments, in a most convincing way than ever, depending on the features of our public.

Because of this, we are going to organize the working class at the final chapter of their lives. And we will do it better if all the syndicates of the WFTU share information of the reality of the P&R at their territories.

For our TUI, the same as for the WFTU, we are working class till the grave.

We, The P&R, are approximately 20 % of the population and 30 % of the voters.

We have to better organize this huge collective to turn the aims of the FSM to victories.

We count on all of you.

UNITED AND ORGANIZED WE WILL DESTROY CAPITALISM

¡LONG LIFE TO THE WFTU!

Quim Boix

Presidential Counsel of the WFTU
General Secretary of the de TUI (Trade Union International) of Pensioners and Retired (P&R) of the WFTU.

Durban, South Africa, October 2016.


ANNEX 2.-
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World organization of Pensioners and Retirees (P&R)

of the WFTU´s appeal.
 
To all the affiliated organizations that will take part on the actions of October 1st, 2016
 
WORLD´S STRUGGLE DAY OF P&R
The capitalist crisis and its barbarism are underway. Governments and capital are trying to find a temporary way out of the crisis placing its weight on the pensioners, retirees and popular layers.
 
 In order to increase capitalist competitiveness, Pensioners and Retirees all over the world are suffering the worsening of their daily life conditions as well as those of their sons. 
 
 Their pensions are being reduced, public Health services are being placed on private hands, social structures are being destroyed, their rights are being greatly limited. In some many places this rights don´t exist. 
 
 The capitalist states along with the company owners are reducing its participation in social security putting all the expenses on workers and Retirees, so easing the way to a private social security. In many countries of the world there are not any kind of infrastructure, medical and pharmacy care, public pensions, proper housing or drinkable water. 
  
We appeal to carry all kind of actions (demonstrations, concentrations, the issue of documents to the authorities, assemblies, conferences, etc.) to all our organizations of Pensioners and Retirees for the forthcoming October the first, International Day of Retirees.
 
We are fighting for:
 
1)    The universal right for a pension.
2)    To reduce the retirement age for men and much more for women. 
3)    Public and free of charges Social Security.
4)    Public and free of charge medical and pharmacy assistance for everybody, without limitations and/or restrictions. 
5)    Public pensions enough to guarantee our current needs in order to have a dignified life (Social support, proper housing, fresh water, medical care, public, free and accessible means of transportation and leisure.
 
 
WE DO NOT ACCEPT THE CAPITALIST´S LEFTOVERS
WE FIGHT TO CONQUER A LIFE AND A FUTURE ACCORDING TO THE WEALTH WE PRODUCE

LONG LIFE UNIVERSAL SOLIDARITY!
 
 LONG LIFE TO OCTOBER THE FIRST!


ANNEX 3.-
ANNEX 4.-
ANNEX 5.-
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ANNEX 6.-
https://support.skype.com/en/skype/windows-desktop/

ANNEX 7.-

YELLOW TRADE UNIONISM AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY HELP THE 

                                  INCREASE OF FASCISM 

Some reader may consider wrong this reflections´ title

I´m sorry to say to this reader that is he who may be wrong. What is said in this previous statement is being shown by the activities developed by social democracy and yellow trade unionism during the last decades.
As founder member of many collective union projects, and being a long run unionist myself, I have checked that fascism congratulates itself (in reality has worked to this outcome during many years) any time a class trade union turns itself, in the way its leaders work, into a yellow trade union.
Social democracy gives its help to this process and besides contributes to the ideological confusion: they call themselves socialist, but its leaders are pro-capitalists, denying the Marxist analysis of reality. 

Social democracy´s leaders already shown, in 1949, their submission to the interests of capitalism when they help to create (from a small part of the WFTU) the CIOSL (today known as ITUC) in order to establish their differences with the major trend at the WFTU in refusing the logic and coherent anti imperialist and anti colonialist positions then linked to the necessities of the world´s working class.
It is now, in order not to create further misunderstoods, to define what a yellow trade union is from my point of view – and from the point of view – I guess – of those affiliated to the WFTU.

Yellow trade unionism (those considered itself inter-class, aiming to the Social Pacts to stop the fighting capacities of the exploited while at the same time supporting social democracy) is that kind of unionism that never denounces the existence of the class struggle. 

This can be achieve in many ways: 1) “Forgetting” to analyze the economic reality where it works as a trade union; 2)  Analyzing the environment in which it works without any reflection concerning the role played by each social class (exploiters and exploited); 3) Considering as “superior problems” the difficulties in the collective working of society, and proposing  - as Syriza has made in Greece – to overcome this problems, created by capitalism, with a new inter class social body: 4) Changing its former analysis, as trade union, to adapt themselves to what is imposed by the ruling social class (this is what has been done in Spain by CCOO).
Our class enemy, those who have lived for ages over the work performed by others: slave owners, monarchs, dictators, bourgeois, etc, know fairly well how to use the old formula “divide and conquer”. It has to do with the division of the enemy. They really know who their enemy is: the exploited. That´s why they invest so much efforts and resources to divide us. 

The better example I personally know is that of CCOO, a former instance for all the honest trade unionist of Latin America and other continents turned into a one of the most useful unions to the interests of world capitalism. For this reason they receive funds so it can continue working as a trade union in spite of having lost tens of thousands of members; 2) Bourgeois justice exonerate its leaders when involved in corruption cases; 3) Its leaders are bought and corrupted, allowing them its access to high post in big companies, inside the social services or inside international organizations such as the ILO, etc. 
Marxism, that provided the workers and unionist movement with a clear ideology, was, in its founding times, the clear ideological basis for CCOO. For this reason, CCOO, as well as all the other class unions in the world, used the reality of the class struggle to be part of the anti fascist vanguard. It was the main masses organization that helped to end with Franco´s dictatorship. In this struggle, CCOO provided a great and essential ideological support.
Nowadays, in many working neighborhoods of the Spanish state where CCOO used to be respected – its members being part of the political councils for the political elections – the ideological confusion has allowed the neofascist party PP to become the stronger political force.

The same goes on with the workers´ vote in many European places formerly linked to the anti capitalist struggle. 

Besides, the CCOO´ leaders, and those leaders of the yellow trade unionism of the ITUC (well orientated by the bourgeois, who continue giving them generous funding) are spreading today the inter class message in better ways than the bourgeois itself, always in order to cheat the workers.
It should be enough to read again the documents coming from the CCOO´s latest congresses, and from those coming from the ITUC, to realize that, along hundreds and hundreds of pages, they always use the expression “social agents”, but never the expression “SOCIAL CLASSES” (those were the words used by CCOO when it was a class union). 
My first task as CCOO´s leader (during the 1960´s) was to give lectures on trade unionism. These lectures were based in explaining the existence of the class struggle. Today, these words are not used anymore, being forbidden by the bourgeois that gives financial support to CCOO and the ITUC.
As a consequence, we see today the losing, by the great majority of the working class, of their references concerning the political struggle. And the lack of political culture helps fascism.

On the contrary, if trade union struggle is lead by class criteria it helps to identify the working class´enemy as well as its political organizations (diversified in order to give an image of democracy, but equals in their respect to the laws imposed by the transnational companies: now the FTA that denies the states´s capacities of decision – new treats that count with the support of all the pro-capitalists parties. 
Working neighborhoods, unfortunately and as a logic consequence of the above mentioned (to which we must add the success attained by the bourgeois in the wrecking of education) are today the places where a higher increase in votes is obtained by fascist options (this happening not only in Spain, but all over Europe). Lack of political culture – and also lack of trade union culture – are clearly connected, and make people think that it should be enough to change the protagonists, without bearing in mind the fact that the programs and the contents of their political proposals are those to be changed. 
Fascists have always encouraged the inter class vision. It always have spread the ideology that denies the existence of the class struggle (as the yellow trade unions and social democracy do). They have always encouraged ignorance (not only in political terms); for this reason they burned books, for this reason they promote television and mass media without critical or cultural contents. 
Here´s the great coincidence between social democracy and yellow trade unions with the fascists. All of them are not interested in a population equipped with critical sense.
I know that the majority of those affiliated to the yellow trade unions, as well as those affiliated to the social democracy, do not desire the rise of fascism. But they accept, as a lesser evil, not to “divide” their trade union or their parties between those affiliates orientated for the class struggle and those orientated to the inter class action. With this attitude, they are giving an ever increasing strength to the inter class idea used by the fascists. 
The only positive future for the political life in a planet that lately is seeing the resurrection of fascism lies in clearly place, with its real value, the class struggle.  

In my opinion here we can see the great WFTU´s task: to know how to explain the class struggle and to know how to organize the exploited to fact its only enemy, the capital – that uses and give its financial support to fascism.

No doubt that the WFTU, besides being the great and only world anti capitalist and anti imperialist organization, its going to be (as it is now) the essential and great anti fascist organization. 

I encouraged all anti fascists to understand this great role to be played by the WFTU. 
Quim Boix
General Secretary of the TUI of Pensioners and Retirees of the WFTU. 
http://www.wftucentral.org/?language=es
http://www.pensionistas.info/web/es
ANNEX 8.-
ANNEX 9.-

COMMUNICATION OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF FINANCES OF THE TUI OF P&R TO THE RESPONSIBLE OF FINANCES OF THE AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS.

Dear comrades:

Due to the closing of the economic year 2016 and facing the delicate economic situation of the finances of the TUI, which is forcing that the carried activities are being financed with personal money, plus some sporadic help, so we must address to you once more, to try and solve this situation or at least attenuate it partially.
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The multiple activities carried by our TUI, and those planned during 2017, compelles all of us to fulfill the agreements of the different Congresses of the WFTU relative to finances, carrying the basic principle of solidarity without delay and, as we have always said, within the possibilities of each organization.

 We remember that only in this year many activities have been carried such as the Regional Conferences of Europe, the Regional Conference of Africa, the Regional Conference of Asia, the XVII Congress of the WFTU and several trips to Athens and other places for organization, coordination and debates of the TUI.

We also remember that contributions are described at the documents approved in the Foundational Congress and they mention the number of militants and the las posibilidades sindicales, but in any case they “obligate” for solidarity, even only symbolically, to contribute the quantity which is possible for the sustainment of the TUI and its activities. It is neither possible nor correct not to contribute.

For all this, and waiting for your good news, we remember the bank account where you must deposit your contributions, later informing of the deposit:

 Titular (Account Holder): Central Sindical Unitaria 

 Bank                               : La Caixa

 Account Number            : 2100 0856 98 0200529700

International data IBAN  : ES20 2100 0856 9802 0052 9700

BIC/CODIGO SWIFT (BIC/SWIFT CODE) : CAIXESBBXXX

                                 Barcelona, Spain, December the 30th, 2016.


Signed: José María Lucas Ranz. Secretario de Finanzas de la UIS de PyJ de la FSM.(Secretary of Finances of the TUI of P&R of the WFTU).

