V.A.N.Namboodiri, Member, Technical Committee.

Lifesketch & Activities

V.A.Narayanan Namboodiri (V.A.N.Namboodiri ) was born on 12-06-1938 in the present Kerala State in India. Born in a poor landlord family, after study up to Matriculation and training, started life as a Teacher in a nearby school.

After two years as a teacher, he joined the Posts & Telegraphs Department of the Govt. of India on 2nd September 1958 as Telephone Operator. After joining the department he became member of the National Federation of P&T Employees, the only union of P&T Workers at that time.

During the period Com. Namboodiri participated in the 5 days strike of the Central Government Employees on 11-15 July 1960 and was victimised. He was elected as Branch Secretary, District Secretary and State Secretary and led many struggles and strikes of the workers. 

In the One Day Token Strike on 19th September 1968 for Implementation of Need Based Minimum Wage and other demands , Com.V.A.N.Namboodiri was arrested, suspended and charge sheeted. Criminal cases were filed against him for leading the strike. He was kept out of service for three years and was reinstated with transfer to distant station. 

In the Strike demanding Bonus for central Govt. Employees, including railway workers, in 1974, Com. Namboodiri was again suspended, charge sheeted and kept out of service for months. 

In 1978 he was elected as the State Secretary of the union in Kerala and continued as such for  four years. At the same time he was elected as the All India Asst. General Secretary of the union till 1991, when he was elected as the All India President. In 1994 All India Conference he was elected as the All India General Secretary of the Telecom Union and shifted headquarters to New Delhi, the capital of India.

During his activities at Calicut, Kerala he actively participated in the activities of Workers Centre, a Co-coordinating Committee of about fifty unions, including that of central Govt. Employees, State government Employees, Public Sector Employees and also Private Sector Employees. He was the General Convener of the organisation for a long time and organised many struggles of the workers concerned. 

In 1982, while as the Secretary in Kerala, he was transferred to Lakshdweep Islands (Laccadives), an island in the Arabian Sea, for organising strike. As per the decision of the union, he did not attend and was out of service for 35 months, which was treated as 'Dies-non' ie. with out pay and allowances. Based on the High Court decision, the government was compelled to take him back on duty.

Com.VAN, as he is called by his comrades, organised another strike against police atrocities on the workers at Calicut which continued for full 3 days in the entire Kerala State. The State Government was compelled to suspend/transfer the police officers concerned.

The Government of India promulgated 'National Emergency' in 1975, to tide over a political crisis, arising out of a court decision, which invalidated the election of Smt. Indira Gandhi, who was the Prime Minister of India. All opposition political party leaders, trade union leaders etc. were arrested and put in jail. Press was under surveillance. No Trade Union function could be organised. Struggles were crushed with the mighty force of the State. It was semi-fascist rule. Com. VAN was arrested and interrogated twice during the period. The 'Emergency' was withdrawn after the government was defeated in the 1977 general elections. 

After becoming All India General Secretary of the Union, the government created hurdles after hurdles in the normal functioning of the union in order to support the defeated leaders of the union.  Along with other leaders of the progressive section, he toured all over the country, mobilised the workers and organised strike after strike to achieve the demands of the workers.

In 2000, the telecom service under the Department of Telecom was converted in to a government company (Public Sector Unit) called Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited(BSNL). BSNL Employees Union was formed consequently and Com.Namboodiri was the founder General Secretary of the same and continued till 2010, when he was elected as the President of the Union and continues till now as such. During the period from 2000, many successful struggles / strikes were organised on the demands of the workers. BSNL Employees Union has got a membership of more than one lakh at present.

Com.Namboodiri took initiative to bring all the unions in BSNL under a Joint Action Committee/ Joint Forum and organised strikes against disinvestment/privatisation of the company and defeated the decisions of the government in these respects. Retrenchment of about one lakh workers in the name of Voluntary Retirement Scheme(VRS) was also defeated through sustained struggles. The union continues its struggle against the neo-liberal policies and anti-workers decisions of the government and the management.

BSNL Employees Union participated in all the struggles/strikes called by the Central Trade Unions on the general demands of the workers and the common people, including the 48 hours Strike on 20-21 February 2013. It took active interest in the Co-Ordination Committee of the Public Sector Trade Unions. 

BSNL Employees Union works in close connection with the Centre of Indian Trade Unions (CITU). It is publishing a monthly magazine called ‘Telecrusader’.
All India BSNL - DOT Pensioners Association was formed in 2009 at the initiative Com. VAN, of which he is the Advisor from the start. The AIBDPA has got about 40,000 members. AIBDPA is publishing a Quarterly magazine called “Tele-Pensioner”. He is also the Patron of the National Co-Ordination Committee of Pensioners Association (NCCPA), which is the umbrella organisation of the Central Government Pensioners, with about 1, 60,000 members.  Com. VAN is the Deputy Secretary General (Head Quarters) of another Co-ordination Committee of Pensioners Associations. These organisations are all working in co-ordination.

Com.V.A.N.Namboodiri is the All India President of the BSNL Casual and Contract Workers Federation, which has a membership about 50,000 all over India. The organisation is fighting against brutal exploitation of labour and for regularisation of the casual contract workers. 

Com. VAN attended the WFTU Congress in Havana in 2005 and also the TUI (Public Services) in Johannesburg (S.Africa) representing BSNLEU / CITU. He had attended conferences in Nepal also. In the Congress of TUI of Retirees and Pensioners (WFTU) held in February 2014, he attended and was elected as a member of the Technical Committee of the newly formed TUI of Pensioners & Retirees.
Com. V.A.N.Namboodiri retired from government service in 1996. He is continuing at New Delhi for union work. He is married and has got one son, who is employed in London. Daughter is working at Bangalore in India. Both are married and have children. 
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